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of the police; and they ought to receive most careful and courteous consideration. On the other hand, the hasty condemnation or denunciation of the police by Judicial officers is much to be deprecated. When unfavourable comments are made on a onesided representation of the facts, without the police officer concerned having any chance of defending himself, they are unjust, and their most likely effect is to rouse a feeling of resentment and defeat the only object that a Judicial officer should have in Ms criticism.
When in the course of a trial the conduct of a police officer seems open to suspicion or to call for explanation or inquiry, it is necessary that the circumstances should be definitely set forth by the Judicial officer in his judgment or in a separate note, to be referred to the Executive Government or to the superiors of the officer concerned for such inquiry and subsequent action as may be necessary. The appearance of unfairness and prejudice in the utterances of Judicial officers is greatly to be deprecated. And .the constants and often unnecessary pillorying of the police by some of the courts is as mischievous in its effect on the administration as it is unjust in principle. The heads of the Executive and Judicial departments ought to be able to concert measures to prevent friction between the officers of these departments. It is an old Oriental proverb that, if you want good work and a straight furrow, you should " not plough with an ox and an ass together."* Men who are working for the same object ought to be able to cooperate and help one another; and friction in public duty ought not to be tolerated.
* Deuteronomy xxii. 10.